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Winter Interim, 2004

Joseph Bush, Instructor

COURSE DESCRIPTION
Participants in this course will examine "the land" as a root metaphor informing cultural

understandings of ecological, economic and political life for both rural and urban people. Participants will
also analyze the land as a perennial--though frequently neglected--theme in theology and in Christian
conceptualizations of the spiritual life. In addition to biblical and theological materials, the course will
attend to theories of political economy and to changing economic and ecological realities for help in
charting cultural understandings of the land in North American context. Cross-cultural perspectives will
further be examined to provide alternative points of reference. The course will move through the tasks of
describing and analyzing the multivalent reality and symbolism of land in order to engage in the
constructive task of articulating a theological and ethical position that is grounded in the land.

ORGANIZATION
The structure of this class will be that of a seminar and will draw heavily on class discussion and

class participation. It will meet four mornings per week for three weeks (exclusive of January 19 which is
a holiday). Assigned reading will be discussed in each class session. Occasionally the instructor will also
present material in lecture format. In addition, one field trip is planned for January 12 to the office of the
Land Stewardship Project in White Bear Lake.

Three geographic areas will be used heuristically as cases at different points during the course.
These cases are chosen because they each show a confluence of forces or factors at work in the land. They
are: (1) the link between the farm crisis in the U.S. and the debt crisis in the two-thirds world (focus on the
Midwest); (2) balancing ecology, development, conservation, and farming in land use planning (focus on
the east coast); and (3) traditional communal patterns of land tenure and emerging issues of postcolonia
sovereignty (focus on Melanesia).

"BETH-EL" ASSIGNMENT

There is one major written assignment--due January 30--which is to get to know and to describe
some actual land or some actual place--from the different perspectives modeled in the course (e.g.
ecological, political, economic, theological, spiritual). The land itself should suggest to writers the
appropriate balance between these different perspectives as well as a sense of priority concerning the
relative importance of these different perspectives for that specific place. The paper should be 20-25 pages
long and is worth half of the final grade. Reference to class readings should be made as seems appropriate
for telling this land's particular story.

READING REPORTS
Reading will be assigned to be discussed in each class session. The level of preparedness for such

discussion is included in the grade for class participation (33%). Additionally, students will read and report
on two books--one pertaining to Biblical theology (a choice of Habel or Brueggeman) and the other
pertaining to "spiritual geography" (an open choice--see bibliography for suggestions). These reading
reports should be no longer than 800 words each and are due as noted in the attached schedule; together,
they are worth 17% of the final grade.

EVALUATION
"Beth-EI" Assignment 50%
Class Participation 33%

Reading Reports 17%



SCHEDULE
WEEK 1

Jan. 5 Inmtroductions
Biblical reflection: Genesis 28:10-22
"Zenith: A Documentary Feature" by Kirsten Tretbar

Jan. 6. Mapping Theological Terrain
Biblical Reflection: Genesis 1:
Sacred Space Lane, Landscapes, ch. 1, pp. 11-35. (whole book recommended)
Land Ethic Leopold, Sand County, pp. 201-226
Dominion White, "Historical Roots" ch. 3 in Readings, pp. 25-35.
Stewardship Dubos, God Within, ch. 8, 153-175.

Jan. 8 Mid-western agriculture and global economics
Biblical Reflection: Genesis 9:1-20
Liedke in Faith and Science, pp. 73-80.
(recommended: Steck, World and Environment)
Strange, Family Farming, ch. 1 (15 pages).
Shiva, Stolen Harvest, pp. 1-54.

Jan. 9 Agriculture, cont.
Shiva, Stolen Harvest, pp. 57-127.
(recommended: Kimbrell, Fatal Harvest Reader)
Food First, "Backgrounder” 8:3 (5 pages).

WEEK 2

Jan. 12 Agriculture, cont.
FIELD TRIP: Land Stewardship Project, 4th St. at Banning , White Bear Lake 9:30-11:30
READING: Jackson, "Grassroots" in Abundant Harvest, pp. 123-135.
(recommended: Jackson, The Farm as Natural Habitat)
Bailey & Preston, Swept Away, Center for Rural Affairs, available at
<http://www.cfra org/pdf/Swept Away.pdf>
Daly & Cobb, For the Common Good, pp. 252-297 to discuss on Jan 13
(recommended: Counihan, Food in the USA, Part V.)

DUE: First Reading Report on Habel or Brueggemann

Jan. 13, Enlightenment voices:
Locke, Of Civil Government, 2nd Treatise, Ch. 5. "Of Property"
Bacon, Novum Organum, Bk 1, para. 128-130, Bk. 2, para, 52.
Marx, pp. 79-85; 151-155; 344-351 in Tucker.
Land-use Planming in an urban area
Information, articles, and NJ State Plan available at:
<http://www.njfuture.org/> Further details TO BE PROVIDED.

Jan. 15. Contemporary voices
Essays by Rachel Carson, Susan Griffin, Karen J. Warren, Shamara

Shantu Riley, Brian Swimme and Sallie McFague in Readings, chs. 2,
10, 11, 18, 20, 25 (remainder of book recommended)

Jan. 16. Discussion of Reading
DUE: Second Reading Report on spiritual geography



WEEK 3 Indigenous People: Land, Spirituality and Sovereignty
Jan. 19. NO CLASS -- Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Jan. 20. American Indian voices
Native American Theology, pp. 126-170.
Writings pertaining to Johnsorn v. Mcintosh TO BE ASSIGNED

Jan. 22 Voices from Fiji
Tuwere, Vanua
Bush, "Defining Group Rights"

Jan. 23 Conclusions: Sharing our work in progress on theology of land.
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